
At a meeting of the Licensing Panel held in Council Chamber, Allerdale House on 
Wednesday 30 August 2017 at 2.00 pm

Members

Councillor Angela Kendall (Chair)
Councillor Malcolm Grainger Councillor Peter Kendall
Councillor Jacqueline Mounsey Councillor Janice Wood

Apologies for absence were received from  Councillor Martin Wood

Staff Present

B Carlin, G Collinson, D Fletcher and K Magnay

129. Election of Chair 

Councillor A Kendall was elected Chairman for the ensuing meeting.

130. Declaration of Interests 

None declared.

131. Questions 

None received. 

132. Application for the review of a premises licence 

The Licensing and Compliance Officer submitted a report for the Licensing 
Panel to consider an application under section 51 of the Licensing Act 2003 to 
review the premises licence for PL0229 (Solfest, Land at Tarnside Farm, Tarns, 
Aspatria, Cumbria). 

The application had been made by Cumbria Constabulary on 10 July 2017. The 
applicant’s grounds for a review of the premises licence were set out in the 
report.

The application started a consultation process with other responsible authorities 
and interested parties. Relevant representations were received against the 
application from Licensing Authority and an interested party. These 
representations were attached to the report as appendices A and C.

The following were invited into the meeting:

 Representatives of Cumbria Constabulary
 Premises licence holder/designated premises supervisor
 Director of Solfest

The interested party did not attend.



The Licensing and Compliance Officer read through the report.

The Panel was presented with the options available to it, permitted under 
section 52(4) of the Licensing Act 2003:

a) To modify the conditions of the licence;
b) To exclude a licensable activity from the scope of the licence;
c) To remove the designated premises supervisor;
d) To suspend the licence for a period not exceeding three months;
e) To revoke the licence;

The Panel noted that there was a sixth option, which was to take no further 
steps to promote the licensing objectives.

All parties were offered the opportunity to read the information at the meeting.

The representatives of Cumbria Constabulary were asked to make 
representation on the application. Members asked questions around the 
policing of the event and the applicant’s alleged failures to comply with the 
conditions of the licence, namely the requirement to submit and Event 
Management Plan and its associated documentation 16 weeks prior to the 
event and for that Event Management Plan to be approved by responsible 
authorities 12 weeks prior to the event.

The Director of Solfest was asked to make representation on the application. 
Members asked questions relating to why the documents were not supplied 
during the specific time periods.

All parties were asked to leave the meeting for the Panel to consider the 
application.

The Panel considered all information presented to it in the report and through all 
representations made at the meeting.

Members were concerned that there had been a breach of condition 15 of the 
premises licence in that the Event Management Plan had not been submitted 
within the required timescale.

Members considered that had the Festival Manager and Cumbria Constabulary 
had better communication with each other, the application would not have been 
presented to the Panel.

Councillor J Mounsey moved that the Panel remove the designated premises 
supervisor and to add into the conditions that there is to be an event 
management company and that a debrief takes place every year after the 
event. Councillor M Grainger seconded.

A vote was taken; the vote in favour of removing the designated premises 
supervisor and to add the two conditions was unanimous.

The motion in favour of the Panel removing the designated premises supervisor 
and adding the two conditions were carried.



All parties returned to the meeting.

All parties were informed of the Panel’s decision and the reasons for the 
decision.

All parties were informed of the right of appeal.

Decision

In making its decision, the Panel had regard to the four licensing objectives 
under the Licensing Act 2003, the oral and written representations made by 
Cumbria Constabulary, the letters of the interested party, the representations of 
the Licensing Authority, the information set out in the report by the Licensing 
and Compliance Officer, the representations received from the Premises licence 
holder and designated premises supervisor.

The Panel also had regard to the Secretary of State’s guidance under section 
182 of the Licensing Act 2003 and the Council’s Licensing Policy and Human 
Rights. 

The Panel sought to balance the interests of the licence holder, Cumbria 
Constabulary, the Licensing Authority and the interested party, and felt it was 
reasonable and proportionate to take the following steps to promote the 
licensing objectives:

1. To modify the conditions of licence as follows:

a. To require that no licensable activity can be carried out until such 
time as an application to transfer the premises licence to a 
professional event management company is received and 
approved. Such application to be received within 2 months;

b. To insert a condition requiring that a de-brief meeting of the Event 
Advisory Group takes place within one month of the event each 
year.

2. To remove the designated premises supervisor

Reasons for the Decision

In making its decision, the Panel noted that Solfest have acted in breach of their 
licence. The Event Management Plan was incomplete and not submitted on 
time or approved by Event Advisory Group in accordance with condition 15.

The Panel also noted that a review of the premises licence took place in 2016 
and Solfest were awarded a warning. They were also advised that 
communication between the licence holder and the responsible authorities – 
and in particular the police – was to improve. Unfortunately, the evidence 
suggested that communication between the authorities has not improved to the 
required standard.



The Panel considered all of the options available to it as outlined at paragraph 
5.2 of the officer’s report and considered that this decision was an appropriate 
and proportionate response in accordance with the statutory guidance. The 
Panel also noted the representations from the police that they did not want to 
stop Solfest but that they want to see it managed for the benefit and safety of 
the people in the borough.

The Panel noted that the premises licence admitted to the breach of condition 
and apologised. They also noted that the event weekend is generally well run, 
although it considered that it was necessary to take the outlined steps in order 
to promote the licensing objectives.

If an authority is aggrieved by this decision, they have the right to appeal to the 
Magistrates Court within 21 days of receiving written notification of the decision.

Resolved

1. To modify the conditions of licence as follows:

a. To require that no licensable activity can be carried out until such 
time as an application to transfer the premises licence to a 
professional event management company is received and 
approved. Such application to be received within 2 months;

b. To insert a condition requiring that a de-brief meeting of the Event 
Advisory Group takes place within one month of the event each 
year.

2. To remove the designated premises supervisor

The meeting closed at 4.04 pm


